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Title IV, Part A School Safety State Initiative

Disclaimer: 

The information contained in this document is for general information 
purposes only. You should not rely solely on this information. The contents 
of this document are subject to change as a result of further potential 
information and guidance provided by federal and state agencies with 
regulatory oversight of these programs. Therefore, this document does not 
constitute legal advice, and entities are advised to seek legal counsel 
regarding the information and guidance provided in this document before 
acting on such information and guidance.
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Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness: 

A Statewide Partnership to Address Abuse and 
Maltreatment of School-Aged Children



AVA

▪ What are the red 
flags of grooming?

▪ What are the red 
flags of trafficking?

▪ Who should do the 
mandated reporting?

▪ What services might 
be needed?



▪ Popular senior
▪ Cheerleader
▪ Older Boyfriend
▪ Interested in the 

younger girls/Caring
▪ Takes shopping
▪ Neck tattoo/Rules

▪ Attendance decline
▪ Passing grades
▪ Leaves early/tired
▪ Takes 2 cheer girls on 

spring break
▪ 1 returns/says can’t 

remember week

AVA



Physical Neglect Abandonment

Refusal to Accept Parental 
Responsibility Emotional Abuse

Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse

Medical Neglect Neglectful Supervision

Human Trafficking
86th Legislature



Child Abuse Can Take Many 
Forms 

Neglect Emotional 
Abuse

Physical 
Abuse

Human 
Trafficking

Sexual 
Abuse



Presentation Overview
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Human 
Trafficking
DEFINITION
TEA

Human trafficking is the 
● recruitment,
● harboring,
● transporting, or 
● procurement 

Of a person for labor or services 
for the purpose of 
● involuntary servitude, 
● slavery, or
● forced commercial sex acts.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_AHNyn7Pnw


Misconception

Human Trafficking is about 
exploitation and does not have 
to involve movement of a person. 

A victim can be trafficked without 
ever leaving their home or 
community.









● 3rd party control of 
schedule/social 

● Evidence of violence: 
bruises, swelling, scarring, 
etc.

● Long/unusual/excessive 
work hours 

● Living where they work 
Living in area not zoned for 
residential 

● Transported to/from work 
by employer 

● Housing/food/hygiene 
supplied by employer

● Not paid on a regular schedule 
● False promises related to 

citizenship/ working conditions 
● Non-English speaker IDs/money 

held by 3rd party 
● Malnutrition and dehydration 
● Untreated disease/dental/ vision 

problems 
● Chronic pain — e.g., back pain, 

muscle strains, respiratory issues, 
etc.



● Changes in school 
attendance/habits/ 
friend-groups/vocabulary/dem
eanor/attitude 

● Appearance of luxury items — 
e.g., manicures, designer 
clothes, purses 

● Skipping school/change in 
grades 

● Sexually provocative clothing 
● Tattoos/branding Refillable 

gift cards 
● Multiple phones or social 

media accounts 

● Provocative pictures 
online/stored on phone 

● Unexplained injuries 
● Social interaction/schedule 

strictly controlled
● isolation from family, friends, 

and community 
● Hotel cards 
● Drug use/gang involvement
● Lying about social media 

accounts/secretive about 
online activity 

● Older friends 
● Staying with friends 

regularly/running away





ANYONE
ANYWHERE!

Who are the Victims?













Who are these people that prey on 
our children?



ANYONE



How do they recruit our 
students?









Technology



…
Online I look for those who post they hate 
their parents or that just got dumped by a 
boyfriend who seem emotionally isolated 
from family and friends. Even if she is 
normally happy with a support structure… 
just need to catch her at that moment 
when she is vulnerable.



Games and Apps are grooming 
youth…





Apple Air Tag
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Reporting Procedures and Policies

Any person having cause to believe that a child’s 
physical or mental health or welfare has been 
adversely affected by abuse or neglect by any 
person shall immediately make a report as 
required by law.  
TFC 261.101(a)



Mandated Reporting

If it is an emergency call 911 or law enforcement 
immediately

If it is a heightened concern, contact the Texas 
Abuse Hotline at 1-800-252-5400

If it is a hunch or worry (less urgent), make a report 
online at Texas Abuse Hotline
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If the matter to be reported 
potentially involves human 
trafficking, please report to  
DFPS and local or state law 
enforcement. 

Please note: For the purposes 
of trafficking, reporting to 
local law enforcement does 
not include a school district's 
police department. 

https://www.txabusehotline.org/Login/Default.aspx
https://www.txabusehotline.org/Login/Default.aspx
https://www.txabusehotline.org/Login/Default.aspx


What are district’s 
required to do for 
Human Trafficking 

prevention?



Title IV, Part A School 
Safety and Mental Health 
State Initiative Web Page

Safety

Abuse, Sexual Abuse, 
Human Trafficking

https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si
https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si
https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si


Title IV, Part A School Safety and Mental Health State Initiative Web 
Page

https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si
https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si
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LEA Prevention and Awareness
Human Trafficking Responsibilities (TAC 61.1051) 

Key Requirements:
o  Develop and clearly articulate district polices  for reporting child abuse 

and neglect
o Develop protocols and procedures for identifying and reporting 

suspected school-aged victims 
o  Required training for school staff 
o Age-appropriate anti-victimization and prevention programs for 

students 
o Informational handbook provided to students and families
o Post reporting information in English and Spanish including DFPS hotline, 

911, and www.txabusehotline.org 

http://www.txabusehotline.org/


Training Requirement TEC § 38.0041(c)

Training concerning prevention techniques for, and recognition of, 

sexual abuse, trafficking, and other maltreatment of children, 

including the sexual abuse, trafficking, and other maltreatment of 

children with significant cognitive disabilities, must be provided to all 

new school district and open-enrollment charter school employees 

and to existing school district and open-enrollment charter school 

employees not previously trained.

Texas Education Code Effective Date: May 2019
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SB 1267 -  Continuing 
Education Changes

Professional Development
Removes/reduces required training for educators, principals, and counselors.

Annual District Policy 
Adds 21.4515

Districts shall annually adopt a PD 
policy based on SBEC 

recommendations. 
Adoption, August 2022

SBEC Clearinghouse 
Recommended best practices and 

frequency of training, 
June 1, 2022. Staff requirements 

stay the same for this year. 

*Mental Health and 
Safety Topics: 

TEC 21.4515

Implementation Timeline: 2021-2022 SY
SBEC Clearinghouse: June 2022

District Policies: August 2022

*Mental Health and Safety 
Professional Development Impacted by 

SBEC Clearinghouse
TEC 21.4515, sections 10-20

Sexual abuse, sex trafficking, and 
all other maltreatment of children

https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/SB1267/2021


SB 9- Curriculum Adoption for Child 
Abuse, Family Violence, Dating 
Violence, and Sex Trafficking

Amended 
TEC 28.004  

Implementation Timeline: 2021-2022 SY

Policy for procedure for adoption of instruction requires:
Before the start of school each year the district shall provide written notice to all parent of the board 

decision. The notice must include: School board adopts resolution convening 
SHAC 

SHAC must hold at least two “public 
meetings” on child abuse, family violence, 
dating violence, and sex trafficking 
instruction.

SHAC provides recommendations to the 
school board at a public school board 
meeting.

Board makes sure curriculum is age 
appropriate, reviewed by academic experts, 
and don’t conflict with the TEKS. 

The School board takes action though a 
record vote at a public meeting.

No later than the 14th day before the instruction begins the district must obtain written consent of the 
student’s parent. The consent can not be sent with any other notice or written consent. Subsection 
expires August 1, 2024.

● Child abuse, family violence, dating 
violence, and sex trafficking instruction 
requirements under state law.

● Description of the content and general 
schedule of instruction. 

● Statement of the parent's right to review 
or purchase curriculum materials;

● Parent’s right to remove the student from 
any part of Child Abuse, Family Violence, 
Dating Violence, and Sex Trafficking 
instruction without penalty;

● A statement of the parent’s right to 
use the grievance/appeals procedure

● Post curriculum materials in the 
public domain must be posted on the 
district's Internet website, including 
the internet address;

● Information describing the 
opportunities for parental 
involvement,  including information on 
the school SHAC. 

https://legiscan.com/TX/text/SB9/id/2431434
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.28.HTM#28.004


SB 1831- Human Trafficking 
Free Zone Posting

● Each school shall post warning signs concerning trafficking of persons at the 
following locations:
○ Along the exterior boundaries of the school's premises, 
○ at each entrance to the premises
○ conspicuous places reasonably to be viewed by all entering the school 

premises. 
● TEA shall create rules:

○  including the sign being in both English and Spanish and 
○ at least 8.5 x 11 inches in size.

Implementation Timeline: 2021-2022 school year

Rule Making: TEA & Human Trafficking Prevention Task Force 

TEA: Spring 2022

District Policies: August 2022

Added TEC 37.086

https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/SB1831/2021


Resources





Click Here

Click Here

https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/child-sex-trafficking-heal
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/childsextrafficking


www.cactx.org

http://www.cactx.org/
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▪ What are Michael’s 
vulnerabilities?

▪ What are the red 
flags of 
grooming/trafficking?

▪ How could the school 
potentially help 
locate Michael?

Michael



Michael
▪ Identifies as gay
▪ 7th grader
▪ Has not come out to 

peers, but with SC
▪ Mom knows/Dad 

doesn’t
▪ COVID -home 

alone/parents working 
on school tablet

▪ School alert about 
explicit images

▪ Chat shows $$, emojis
▪ Zoom - Teacher hears 

dad verbally abuse
▪ Teacher calls LE/DFPS
▪ Dad says ran away





Next  
Steps for  

Consideration

❑ Review District Policies and Procedures
❑ Review Child Abuse Mandatory Toolkit and 

Posters
❑ Review OOG resources and regional local 

contact(s)
❑ Review CAC resources and know local 

contact(s)
❑ Review DFPS resources and know local 

contact(s)
❑ Be familiar with other programs within 

your area and services and training 
provided by your ESC

❑ Save the dates for future Webinar Series 
zoom meetings  March 4, 2022



Sources/Resources
▪ The Attorney General Human Trafficking video training

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/initiatives/human-trafficking 

▪ TEA Human Trafficking website- 
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/human-trafficking-of-school-aged-children

▪ TEA Training on Trafficking website-  
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Educator%20PPT%20FINAL%20_%20w%20TEA%20Log
o_1.pdf 

▪ TEA Abuse Prevention page- 
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/safe-and-healthy-schools/child-abuse-prevention/child-
abuse-prevention-an-overview

▪ TDFPS- Reporting Suspected Abuse or Neglect of a Child: A Guide for Professionals 
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/training/reporting/default.asp

▪ TDFPS- Human Trafficking-
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Investigations/Human_Trafficking/default.asp

▪ Governors Office
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/child-sex-trafficking-recognize

▪ Can You See Me
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8

▪ Human Trafficking hotline
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/what-human-trafficking

▪ West Coast CSE-IT
https://www.westcoastcc.org/cse-it/

▪ National Center on Safe Supportive Learning Environments
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-ame
ricas-schools

▪ Texas School Safety Center
https://txssc.txstate.edu/topics/school-violence/articles/rec
ognizing-human-trafficking

▪ The CSE-IT tool https://www.westcoastcc.org/cse-it/
▪ Human Trafficking of Children in the United States-A Fact Sheet 

for Schools
▪ Be The One TxAG- 

https://www2.texasattorneygeneral.gov/human-trafficking 52 
minutes

▪ Look Beneath the Surface to End Trafficking- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l76cqmHI_k0 14 minutes

▪ Labor Trafficking- 
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8 2 
minutes

▪ Domestic Servitude- 
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8 2 
minutes

▪ Sex Trafficking- https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-us 
a/gouyi8  1:30 minutes

▪ Online Child Exploitation- 
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8 1 
minute

▪ Child Sexual Exploitation- 
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8  2:53 
minutes

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/initiatives/human-trafficking
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/human-trafficking-of-school-aged-children
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Educator%20PPT%20FINAL%20_%20w%20TEA%20Logo_1.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Educator%20PPT%20FINAL%20_%20w%20TEA%20Logo_1.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/safe-and-healthy-schools/child-abuse-prevention/child-abuse-prevention-an-overview
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/safe-and-healthy-schools/child-abuse-prevention/child-abuse-prevention-an-overview
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/training/reporting/default.asp
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Investigations/Human_Trafficking/default.asp
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/child-sex-trafficking-recognize
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/what-human-trafficking
https://www.westcoastcc.org/cse-it/
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-americas-schools
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-americas-schools
https://txssc.txstate.edu/topics/school-violence/articles/recognizing-human-trafficking
https://txssc.txstate.edu/topics/school-violence/articles/recognizing-human-trafficking
http://www.westcoastcc.org/cse-it/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/oshs/factsheet.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/oshs/factsheet.html
https://www2.texasattorneygeneral.gov/human-trafficking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l76cqmHI_k0
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-us%20a/gouyi8
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-us%20a/gouyi8
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8
https://www.a21.org/content/can-you-see-me-usa/gouyi8

